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ITS A LITTLE HARD io decide
which category the Hillman Sonic fits
into,

Mot quite a sports car, bul hardly o
soft top version of a staid sedan, the
Sonfc would weem to have crented for
itselfl an exclusive section of ithe aronnd
— 200 market.

Sure, convertible wersions of small
wedans have been available before, bl
few of them have had the appeal of
this sleck, well finished anad aliractively
priced neweomer,

Pulte-quickening specifications such ns
Conventry-Climax  designed  overhead
canchaft affoy engine driving the rear
wheels through a four speed gearbox
with short, floor mounted pearshify, Tolly
independent suspension, rack and pinion
cteering and engine options up to 105
BHF will surely be enough (o attract
hordes of pseudo Brabhams and Clarks
to Chryeler showrooms througheut the
couniry,

And all this starts at a basic refail
price of under $1800,

The development of the Hillman Sonic
range was & joint effort by Chryvsler
Amsiralin’s Port Melbourns plant and
Eiffel Tower Motors of Dandenong.
nuthorized Chrysler dealers. On reach-
ing a certain manufacturing stage ot
Port Melbourne, the cars are handed
over to Eiffel Tower. whers the final
fitting out of hard or =oft top com-
ponents s compheted.

The final result iz quite eve-cniching.

Batically, the Sonic comes in two
wversions: removable hardiop and soft
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top convertible. In hordiop version, ihe
profofype of which is shown on these
pages, lhe car hias @ roofline which
sweeps sharply 1o the rear, giving a
sleck, nerodynamic appearance.

With hardtop removed or with the
folding saft fap ticked pway ool af -\.:-ghl-
bechind the rear sent, the Sonic’s real
appeal  becomes  evident e un-
.r|'|r|;||n:|1 vision, the feel of fresh air
apainst the face. and all the exhilara-
tion of sporis ¢ar driving is there.

Fassenger comiorls, however, po u
little beyomd sports car standards. Wind-
up windwivs are provided for each frond
seal passenger, sun visors are Gfled as
standard eguipment. all-round legroom
i+ morfe penerous than with the usuwal
run of sporls cars and Juggoge space,
while it could hardly be described s
overwhelming. s adequale for the small
fumily.

The overall standard of finish is on 4
par with most cars within the same price
runge — and that's saying something
for o relagvely small-volume locally
manufactured product!

On s money/for/performance hasis,
the top of the line Sonic models would
be hard to beat., The Sonic “Diricler”
hardiop, with 65 BRHP engine aml clamed
maximum specd of 100 mph, could
with a price tag of just over 53000,
prove o bhe the <l among the pEpCons
in thin price hracket

Other models are the e Sonse
“D7.". which comes in either con-
vertible or removable hardtop [(orm
with the 42BHP motor, and will retail at
£179%; the 30 BHP Sonic which is cap-
able of over 80 mph and is o be priced
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Above: Hardiop Somie showld have plenty
of sppaal fer tha yeunger asi

Right fop: “Net guite & sports car bt hardly
a converfible sedan® —ihe spenty Sanic
convertible

Right centra. Detall finish of hardiep i fird
clasy

Right lower: Wide opening doori allow asy
entry 1o fronl or resr,

il 1879 and the Sonic “Eseculive™, with
dluznl carburetior 535 BHP engine, carpeted
Apor, divided rear seat sguab (o la Imp
GT), door courlesy switches, dual horns
and other distinguishing fentures, which
will be retailing af 51949, (AL time of
potng B press, these prces are siibject
o possible variation}

Optional equipment includes tonnesu
cover, removable rear side screens
(uinndard  with  convertible), heater
demisier and layback left fronl seal
Options which will provide rocketting
performance include a2 1000 o 80 BHP
engine and a 1020 gc 97/ 105BHP full
competition engine. To tame all this
extra power, special five inch wheels
with high speed 1vres and  lowered
suspension scttings are also available.

With this comprehensive ammay  of
separate models and the impressive list
of opticnal equipment, theé Somic range
should suit the reguirements of  just
abotl  any ol

Melbourne and metropolitan deliveries
of the Sonic runge will be ex Eiflel
Fower's plant, aed Viclorian  counbry
and  interstate  buvers may  negotipte
delivery  and  servicing arrangements
throngh their neanest aulhaired Chrysler
dealer who will arrange supply of the
vehicle by laison with Eiffel Tower
Muotors. All models will be covered by
Tull warranty
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FOR PRE-RELEASE INFORMATION
and FORWARD ORDERS
ONLY

on
Hillman Sonic Models (Pages 36-37)
Please
Private and Chrysler Dealer Enquiries to

Jack Nougher (Mg. Dir.)

EIFFEL TOWER
MOTORS Pty. Ltd.

AUTHORIZED DEALER CHRYSLER

AUSTRALIA LTD,

PRINCES HIGHWAY, DANDENONG, VIC.
Phone: 792 949]




